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Abstract
We compute the joint distribution of descent and major index over permutations of {1,...,n}
with no descents in positions {n —i,n—i+1,...,n— 1} for fixed ¢ > 0. This was motivated by

the problem of enumerating symmetrically constrained compositions and generalizes Carlitz’s
g-Eulerian polynomial.

1 Introduction

In [9], S. Lee and the third author of this paper consider the problem of enumerating symmetrically
constrained compositions. This study was motivated by problems in [3]. These symmetrically con-
strained compositions are integer sequences defined by linear constraints that are symmetric in the
variables. For example, the integer sequences (A1, A2, A3) satisfying

)‘77(1) + )‘71(2) > )‘71'(3) (1)

for every permutation 7 of {1,2,3}, are known as integer-sided triangles [1, 2, 8, 11]. However, in
contrast to other treatments, we are counting the number of ordered solutions, a harder problem.
Generalizing to n dimensions, one could ask for the integer sequences (A1, Ag, ..., A,) satisfying the
constraint (1) for every permutation 7 of [n] = {1,2,...n}, or, more generally, given positive integers
k,¢,m with k > £, the integer sequences (A1, Aa, ..., \,) satisfying

k‘)\ﬁ(l) + f)\,r(g) > m)\ﬂ(g) (2)

for every permutation 7 of [n].
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If the constraints are symmetric in the A;, then the generating function

A1 A2
G(x1,22,...,2Tp E xytwy? e

will be a symmetric function of the x;. The work in [9] is to show how to exploit the symmetry to
compute the generating function G, (q) = G(q,q, .- -, q).

For example, the generating function for (2) has the following form when m =k + ¢ — 1.

Proposition 1. [9] If m = k+ £ — 1, then for n > 3, the generating function for the solutions to
(2) is

1
Galg) = tnbi
& (1= g1 =g ) I[Z (1 = g7tmm) > I« (3)

WESn i€D(m)
where by =m, 1 <i<n—2 and b1 =m — k and D(x) is the set of descents of :

D(r) = {i|1<i<nandw(i)>n(+1)}.

In order to simplify this generating function, we consider a new twist on the problem of computing
the distribution of permutation statistics. For a permutation 7, des(w) = |D(w)| is the number of
descents of m and the major index of 7 is the sum of the descent positions: maj(mw) = ZiED(W) i.
The joint distribution of des(w) and maj(w) over the set .S, of all permutations of [n] is given by
Carlitz’s g-Eulerian polynomial [5, 6]:

n oo
Culw,q) = 3 ates@gmaim) = T](1 = aq)) S [5]0297, (4)
TESR i=0 j=1

where [j], = (1 —¢?)/(1 — ¢q). (This is a special case of a result of MacMahon, who computed the
distribution of permutations of a multiset by descents and major index in [10], Vol. 2, Chapter 4.)

For i < n—1, let S,(Li) be the set of permutations of [n] that have no descent in positions
{n—i,n—i+1,..,n—1} Let Cff)(x, q) be the joint distribution of maj and des over sS4

g = 3 at g, )
TFES'E;)

Then O (x,q) = Cp(z,q). Now we can express G,(q) in (3) via the following.

Proposition 2.

STOIL & = @™ a) + a T Culd™ 0) - CO @, a))- (6)

TESn i€ D ()



Proof. If 7 € S,, does not have a descent in position n — 1, then 7 € Sr(Ll) and

Z H g = Z H gt

resth ieD() res(h ieD(r)

_ Z qmaj(‘n')(qnm)des(ﬂ')
TFES7(L1)

_ 07(11) (qnm’ Q)-

If # € S, has a descent in position n — 1, then 7 € S,, — S,(Ll) and

Z H qi+nbi: Z qfnk H qurnm

7€s, —s5 i€D(m) reS, -5 i€D ()
— gk i+nm i+nm
s (X T X T a)
TESy i€D(m) 7\'65'511) i€D(m)

= ¢ " (Cn(g"™, q) — CV (¢"™, q)).

Putting these two cases together gives the result. ad

Further simplification of (6) requires computing C,gl) (z,q). In this paper, we compute C,gi)(x, q),
for general i, in two ways. The first method derives a recurrence for C’,SZ)(;E, q) and solves it in terms
of Carlitz polynomials. The second is a “P-partitions” approach.

In the last section, the results are applied to G, (q) of (3) to enumerate the sequences satisfying
the symmetric constraints (2).

Throughout the paper, the following notation is used: [n] = {1,2,...,n}; [n]y = (1—¢™)/(1—q);
[n]o! = TTi [ilgs and (a3 q)n = [T59 (1 - ag’).

2 The joint distribution of maj and des over Sr(f)

2.1 Recursive approach

In this section, we give a recursive approach to the problem of computing the joint distribution of
inv and maj over the permutations of [n] with no descent in positions {n —1,n —2,...,n — i}.

A standard technique for counting the permutations with k£ descents is to derive a recurrence
(see, for example, Béna [4], Theorem 1.7). What we need is a g-analog of this count, refined to

consider only permutations in S,(Li).

Proposition 3. Define egi)k(q) by

n—1
Z es,)k(q)xk _ Z xdes(ﬂ)qmaj(w) _ CT(Lz)(x,q)
=0 rest?



Then eg)k (q) satisfies

. . - ’ ,
(@) = alkleen) ) n@) +en (@) + ([n =iy = [klg)el 1 (@),
with initial conditions e;_kl) = eiLOL; eg’)o =1; and eg)k =0ik>n—1.

Proof. We get a permutation in Sff) with k descents by inserting n into

(i) a permutation in Sr(fll with k& descents, immediately following a descent; or
(ii) a permutation in 57(11:11) at the end of the permutation; or

(iii) a permutation in Sffll with k—1 descents, immediately following any of the positions
0,1,...,n—i—2 that are not descents (leaving a total of (n—i—1)—(k—1)=n—k—1
positions for inserting n).

In (i) above, if n is inserted after the ith descent, maj increases by 1 for that descent and for
every later descent, i.e., by K+ 1 — 4. This gives the first term in the recurrence, with its factor
q+q°+--q".

In (ii) above, if n is inserted at the end of the permutation, maj does not increase at all, giving
the second term.

To see how (iii) gives rise to the third term in the recurrence, let 7 = w(1)7(2)...7(n — 1)
be a permutation in S,(Ql with £ — 1 descents. Let 0 = j;1 < jo < -+ < Jpp—i <N —10—2
be the n — k — i positions where n can be inserted into 7 to create a permutation in Sy(f) with &
descents. We claim that inserting n immediately following any of ji,ja,. .., jn—k—; iNCreases maj
by k,k+1,...,n—1i—1, respectively. This will give the third term of the recurrence with its factor
¢“ "+t = [ iy — [k

To prove this claim, let ¢; be the number of descents of 7 that are greater than j,. Inserting n
just after m(j,) creates a descent in position j, + 1 and increases by 1 the position of each of the ¢,
descents in 7 that are greater than j,. Thus maj increases by

m=jo+1+1,.

Let d = jg11—j¢. Then all of the positions jy+1, je+2, ..., jo+d—1 are descents. So ty41 = tp—(d—1)
and inserting n just after m(jy11) increases maj by

(Jey1+ 1) +tepr = (d+je+ 1)+ (e —(d—1)) =m+ 1.
Since inserting n at the front of © would increase maj by 1+ (k — 1) = k, the claim is proved. O

From Proposition 3, we can derive a recurrence for C’q(f)(x, q). First, the i = 0 case gives the
following recurrence for C,(x,q). It is straighforward to verify that (4) satisfies the recurrence,
giving a simple proof of Carlitz’s formula.

Proposition 4.

1—xq" q(1—2)

——Ch_1(z,q) — ——
1—¢ 1(z,q)

Cn(x,Q) = Cn—l(qxaq)v (7)

with Co(z,q) = 1.



Proof. Let e, (q) = ¢ 07 (¢). Since S =8, setting ¢ = 0 in Proposition 3 gives

enk(q) = [k +1]gen—1,k(a) + ([n]q — [k]g)en—1,k-1(q) (8)
(which also appears in [5]). Multiply (8) by z* and sum over k. Substitute the definition of [..],
and (7) results immediately. O

Similarly, from Proposition 3, we get a recurrence for general i.
Proposition 5. Forn >0 and 0 <i <n,
i q—aq"" i q(l—z i i
e = (12 o) - (22 0 o) + 0 (o)
with C,(fl)(m,q) = CT(LO)(,T,Q) = Cp(z,q), and o (,q) =1 ifi>n.

To solve the recurrence of Proposition 5, first observe that it can be simplified as follows.
Proposition 6. Fori >0 andn >1i

O (@, q) — (Mg Oz, Q)
1—axqnt

i, q) = (9)

Proof. For n = i the proposition is true, as both sides are equal to 1. For n > i, apply the
recurrence of Proposition 5 and then induction:

P = 75 (=2 TOL @0~ (- 00 (00.0) + 5 (0)
_ Q(l — an_i_l) Cr(Li:ll)(xa q) - (nzl)aniiilcn—i—l(mﬂ])
1—g¢q 1— zqn—i-1
g(1—2) OV (2q,q) — ("7 2" " Criz1(24,q) ol
T 1-g 1—2qn + G,y (2, 9).

Rearranging terms,

O — 4 A—w O ) - (-0 wag) | O (@)
w0 = 77 . = i
0(242) (l‘ q)
O(z 1) _ “n—1 5 ‘
+ (z,q) T _ag
("D (A = 2q" ) Cria(m,q) — q(1 = 2)Cii (24, )
I—¢q 1—xqn—t :

Apply Proposition 5 to the first line, the induction hypothesis to the second line, and Proposition 7
to the last line to obtain

ngiil)(w (]) (njl)aniicnfi(‘%WQ) (nfl) e ZCn 1('13 Q)

(z) — ) Y 1 _ i
G (@, ) 1—axqn 1—xqn—t 1— xgn—t
_ G ) - (e Coilarg)
- 1— xqn— B

Finally, iterating the recurrence (9), we can solve for i (z,q) in terms of Carlitz functions.



Theorem 1.

) (. g) = Cn®D ~ (n pgn—t_ Cn—k(2:4)
O’ (@.0) (xq" % q)i () R P (10)

In particular, the motivating problem of computing Cy(ll)(x, q) is solved:
Corollary 1.

Cy(z, " 1Ch_i(x
I ()

Substituting (4) into (10) and simplifying gives Cy(f)(w, q) explicitly:
Corollary 2.

CL o) = (@sahnms 35 (1= o) [~ = o 5 (})atil)-

7>1 l=n—1i

Remark. Let CY (q) = C’,(f)(l,q). It is easy to see from Proposition 5 that Cr(fl)(q) =Y (q)
and that for ¢ > 0, C’ff)(q) = Cff:ll)(q) +q[n—i— 1](107(;11((1) if n > ¢ and C’,(f)(q) = 1 otherwise.
Therefore we have

Corollary 3.

n—i—1 n—i 3 i
= i@ = ] [j]qZ(k'i‘;_l)qk—l (n—i—1] q,z(k+z—1) -
Jj=1 k=

res k=1

—

Compare this with the distribution over all permutations: C,(LO)(q) =[n]g!

2.2 Direct approach

Now we give a direct approach to the problem of computing the joint distribution of inv and maj
over the permutations of [n] with no descent in positions {n —1,n —2,...,n —i}.

Theorem 2.

n—i . o]
i =7\ n—i—j j— n—i—j
O ) = (sadas Y ("7 ) S 1 R
j=1 k=0
Proof. Let 557 be the set of permutations 7 of [n] with no descents in positions {n —i,n — i +
1,...,n — 1} with the additional property that w(n — i) = j. To obtain a permutation in S,(f’j) we
first choose a subset I C [n] of cardinality ¢ to be the values of 7(n —i+1),7(n —i+2),...,7(n).



Since j =7(n—1i) <w(n—i+1) <...<m(n) every element of I must be greater than j, so I must
be a subset of {j + 1,5 +2,...,n}, and (#(n — i+ 1),7(n — ¢+ 2),...,7(n)) must consist of the
elements of I arranged in increasing order. Then (7(1),7(2),...,m(n —i — 1)) may be an arbitrary
permutation of [n] \ (I U {j}). Since 7 has no descents in positions {n —é,n —i+1,...,n — 1},
the descent number and major index of 7 are the same as for (7(1),7(2),...,7(n — 7)), and these
statistics are unchanged if we replace (m(1),m(2),...,m(n — i)) with the permutation of [n — 4] in
which the entries have the same relative order (i.e., we replace (mw(1),7(2),...,7(n — i)) with its
“pattern”). Note that this replacement does not change m(n —i) = j, since [j] C [n]\ I (so 1,2, .

all occur in (7w(1),7(2),...,7(n —1)).) Now let

A(J) .T q Z:L.des(a) maj(a)

where the sum is over all permutations o of [m] with o(m) = j. Then the contribution to i) (z,q)
from permutations m with 7(n — i) = j corresponding to a given i-subset I C {j + 1,5+ 2,...,n} is
Agﬁi(x, q) independent of the choice of I. There are (" J ) possible choices for such a subset I, so

summing on j gives
n—i n— j
(z,q) Z( )A(J J(x,q).

Jj=1

We now derive a formula for AY (z,q) using the “P-partition” approach [11, 7]. This relies on

the observation that nonnegative integer sequences (ai, ..., a,) in which a; < k, 1 < i < m have
generating function:
>, dl=lk+1y
max (a)<k
where |a| = a1 + - + ap,.
The method is to count nonnegative integer sequences (a1, ..., am,) such that a; =0 and a; > 0

for i > j in two different ways.

First way: First count those in which a; < k, 1 <i <m:

S d = [k L el k)™

max (a)<k
Then multiply by z* and sum over k:
X et Sk
k=0 max (a)<k k=0
If we want only those a such than max (a) = k:

Zq\a\ max (a) __ Z Z a| k_ _ m JZ k+1 j 1 m ]J? (12)

k=0 max (a)=k

Second way: For a permutation 7, let D(7) be the descent set of . Now, let © be the unique
permutation of [m] satisfying: (i) ar(1) > ar2) > ... > Qs (m) and (ii) ar(;) > @r(i41) When i € D(7).
As a; = 0 and a; > 0 for ¢ > j, this implies that 7r( )=7.



Let Ai = ax(i) — ar(iyr) for 1 <i <m.

Then (a1, ...an,) < (7, A) is a bijection between nonnegative integer sequences of length m such
that a; = 0 and a; > 0 for ¢ > j and pairs (7, A) where 7 is a permutation of [m] with w(m) = j
and )\ is a nonnegative integer sequence of length m — 1 satisfying A\; > 0 when ¢ € D(7). Then
S A = max (a) and |a| = 3277 A So,

la| ,max (a) _ Sl YT A
24 DD DR

{reS, :m(m)=75} A, Am—1

_ Z qmaj(ﬂ')xdes(fr) Z Tﬁl(xqi))\é

{re€Sp:m(m)=35} Ay A, 120 i=1

maj(m) wdes(w)

Z{wGSnﬂr(m):j} q .
(1 —2q)(1 —z¢*)--- (1 —xgm")

Equating this with (12) gives the desired formula for AD (z,q), namely,

A%)(fﬂ,q) _ Z qmaj(ﬂ)xdes(ﬂ') m ]Z k+1 j 1 ];nfjxk
{mreSp:m(m)=5} k=0

We can also give a direct proof of Corollary 2 using a similar approach.

Direct proof of Corollary 2. Let T; be the sum of ¢!l over all nonnegative integer sequences
(a1,...,a,) with max(a) < j and at least ¢ + 1 entries equal to 0. We compute the generating
function Y77%, Tja’ in two ways.

First we relate the sequences a to the permutations in ng). Given a sequence (ay,...,a,) with
at least ¢ + 1 entries equal to 0, we associate to it the unique permutation 7 of [n] satisfying
(i) ar()y > ar2) = -+ > An(n), and (i) ary > argyr) if 7(j) > 7(j +1). Since arp—iy =

Un(n—it1) = *** = Gn(p) = 0, we must have m(n —i) < 7(n —i+1) < --- < 7(n), so 7 has no
descents in {n —i,n —i+1,...,n—1}. Let \j = ar(;) — x(j41) for j =1,2,...,n —i—1. Then
(a1y...,ay) < (m, A) is a bijection between nonnegative integer sequences of length n with at least

1+ 1 zeroes and pairs (7, A\) where 7 € ST(Li) and A is a nonnegative integer sequence of length n—i—1
satisfying A; > 0 for j € D(r). Moreover, 3 77} =1\ = max(a) and |a| = Py —/7"iXi. Now define
nonnegative integers \j,..., \/ by

n—i—1
J )\j -1, ifje D(?T)



So

|a|xmax(a)

= 1
;zj] Z Z ql |xJ:1_x

J max(a)<j

_ 1 Zq/\1+2>\2+---+(n7i71)/\n,i,1x/\1+>\2+-~~+>\nﬂ-71
1—2
(m,\)
1 maj(7) ,.des(m) " j\\;
=1 > ™ > I @)
rest) A Ay iy J=1

B o (x,q)
(1 -2)(1—2q)...(1 —xgn—i-1)

(13)

Next we compute 7} directly. The sum of gl*l over all nonnegative integer sequences a with
max(a) < j is [j + 1]7, and the sum of ¢l*l over all sequences a with max(a) < j and with exactly ¢
nonzero entries is () (q[j]¢)*. Thus

r=+iy- Y (7))

SO

ZT ) = i(g +1]ra? — o En: (Z) ((J[j}q)‘)

7=0 l=n—1
g a ! Zwé()qmqv.

The sum on ¢ vanishes when j = 0 since for each term, £ > n —i > 0 so [O]f; = 0. Thus

zw_i i ixﬂ'(@mq)u 5 ()it

Jj=1 Jj=1 l=n—1

:z_;(l_mq W™ - ) ) (14)

Then Corollary 2 follows from (13) and (14).

HM'

3 Application

We apply the results of Section 2.1 to enumerate the sequences satisfying the constraints (2).

Theorem 3.

nm _ . nl—1 n nm+n—1 _ —nk
Golg) = - STt Lod ) )




Proof. From Proposition 1,

1
Gn(q) = (1 =g (1 —qgv1)(gmmtl;q Z H g, (16)

TrESn i€D(m)

where b, =m, 1 <i<n—2and b, 1 =m—k,andm=k+/{— 1.
Start with (6), apply (11) and rearrange terms to get:
Z H qi—i-nbi — Cr(Ll)(qn"L7 q) + q—nk(Cn(qn7rL7q) _ O’r(ll)(qnm7q))
TESh iGD(ﬁ)
= (1—q¢ ™M ("™ q) +q " Cu(q"™,q)

1— —nk Cn : -n nm+n— 10 nm7 o -
_ (=g (Cnl(¢™9) — g "a) ECo(g™, q)

(1 _ qnern 1)
(1 _ qfnk) 4 qfnk(l _ qnernfl)
= C nm
n(q ?Q) (1 _ qnm+n,1>

nqnernfl (1 _ qfnk)

—Ch-1(¢"™,q) (1 — gnmtn—1)
- G M)
= Cu(g"™, Q)% —Ch-1(¢"™,q) nq’}?ﬂ;iiir;ql_)”k) 5
the last since m = k 4+ £ — 1. Substitution into (16) gives the result. U

For example, since Cy(x,q) = 1 + xq and Cs(x,q) = 1 + 22q + 224> + 22¢3, solutions to
{k‘/\ 1)+€)\ 2)>(k‘—|—€—1) 7(3)s |7T653}

are given by:
1+2q3€—1 +2q3(k+€)—2 +q6Z+3(k—1)

(1 _ q3)(1 _ q3£—1)(1 _ q3k+3f—2)

Gs(q) =
When k = ¢, this becomes:

1 +2q3k71 +2q6k72 +q9k73
(1-¢3)(1— g3 1)(1 - ¢5+2)

and when k = 1, this gives the generating function for (ordered) integer-sided triangles:

Gs(q) =

Cala) = 1+2¢° +2¢"+¢* 1-gq+¢
ME A=A -P)(-¢) (1-@?(0-gq)

When n = 4, solutions to
{EAry + hx2) = (K + L —=1)Ar(3), | ™€ S4}
are given by:

1+ 3q4€—1 +3q4k+4é—3 +5q4k+4€—2 + 5q82+4k—4 + 3q8€+4k—3 + 3q8k+86—5 + q12€+8k—6

Galq) = (1 — g)(1 — AT)(1 — gth+at=3)(] _ gthrai-2)

10



When k = ¢, this becomes:

o (q) 1 +3q4k—1 +3q8k—3 + 5q8k—2 + 5q12k—4 +3q12k—3 _|_3q16k—5 _|_q20k—6
4 = .
(=) = g1 = )T — )
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We are grateful to the referees for their comments to improve the presentation.
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