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Abstract. We study balancedness properties of words given by the
Arnoux-Rauzy and Brun multi-dimensional continued fraction algorithms.
We show that almost all Brun words on 3 letters and Arnoux-Rauzy words
over arbitrary alphabets are finitely balanced; in particular, boundedness
of the strong partial quotients implies balancedness. On the other hand,
we provide examples of unbalanced Brun words on 3 letters.

1 Introduction

It is well known that Sturmian words are exactly the 1-balanced aperiodic words
on 2 letters. Standard Sturmian words can be characterized in the following way:
Each standard Sturmian word w € {1,2}" is the image of a standard Sturmian
word by the substitution oy : 1 — 1, 2 — 12, or a : 1 — 21, 2+ 2; it has thus

an ‘S-adic representation’ w = aj'ag?af*as -+ (with S = {a1,az}). Moreover,
[0;a1,as,...] is the continued fraction expansion of fo/f1, where f; denotes the
frequency of the letter ¢ in w; e.g., the Fibonacci word is w = ajasaqas - - -, with

[0;1,1,...] being the golden mean. For details, we refer to [17, Chapter 2] and
[15, Chapter 6]. Since each Sturmian word has the same language as a standard
Sturmian word, it is sufficient to study the standard ones for all properties that
depend only on the language, such as balancedness.

Many different generalizations of Sturmian words to larger alphabets can
be found in the literature; see e.g. [5]. We are interested in words that are pro-
vided by multi-dimensional continued fraction algorithms and the corresponding
substitutions; see [6]. Since 1-balancedness is a strong restriction [16,19], we are
interested in finite balancedness of words given by the Arnoux-Rauzy and Brun
continued fraction algorithms; see Sections 2 and 3 for precise definitions.

The prototype of an Arnoux-Rauzy word is the Tribonacci word, which is
2-balanced [18]. However, we know from [13] that there are Arnoux-Rauzy words
(on 3 letters) that are not finitely balanced; see also [12]. In [7], it was shown
that Arnoux-Rauzy words are finitely balanced if the ‘weak partial quotients’ are



bounded, and that a large class of Arnoux-Rauzy words are 2-balanced. Here, we
show that the set of finitely balanced Arnoux-Rauzy words has full measure (with
respect to a suitably chosen measure on Arnoux-Rauzy words), and contains the
words with bounded ‘strong partial quotients’ (in arbitrary dimension). Note
however that, for d > 3, Arnoux-Rauzy words are defined only for a set of slopes
of zero Lebesgue measure that form the the so-called Rauzy gasket [3].

The Brun algorithm has the advantage over Arnoux-Rauzy that it is defined
for all directions in R‘j_. To our knowledge, the balancedness of words associated
to the Brun algorithm has not been studied yet. We show that almost all Brun
words on 3 letters are finitely balanced; in particular, this holds for words with
bounded ‘strong partial quotients’. We also exhibit Brun words (on 3 letters) that
are not finitely balanced. Note that, for fixed points of substitutions, an exact
criterion for balancedness is provided by [1].

2 Notation

Let A = {1,2,...,d} be a finite alphabet and A* be the free monoid over A
(with the concatenation as product). Let |w| be the length of a word w € A*
and |w|; the number of occurrences of the letter j € A in w. A pair of words
u,v € A* with |u] = |v], is C-balanced if

—C <|ul; —|v|; <C forallje A

A factor of an infinite word w = (wy,)nen € AY is a finite word of the form
Wik,¢) = WEWk+1 - wWe—1. An infinite word w is C-balanced if each pair of factors
u,v of w with |u| = |v| is C-balanced; w is finitely balanced if it is C-balanced for
some C € N. The balance of an infinite word w is the smallest number B(w) such
that w is B(w)-balanced, with B(w) = oo if w is not finitely balanced.

The frequency f; of aletter i € A in w = (wy)nen € A" is lim, o0 |lwio,n)li/,
if the limit exists. It is easy to see that the frequency of each letter exists when
w is finitely balanced (see [10]).

A substitution o over A is an endomorphism of A*. Its incidence matriz is
the square matrix M, = (|0 (5)];)i jea € N*¢ (with N = {0,1,2,...}). The map

L: A" — Nd, w t(\w|1, lwla,. .., |w|a)

is called the abelianization map. Note that £(c(w)) = M £(w) for all w € A*.

Let (0n)nen be a sequence of substitutions over the alphabet A. To keep
notation concise, we set M,, = M, for n € N and denote products of con-
secutive substitutions and their incidence matrices by o o) = okoK1 - 001
and My, ¢y = Mg Mpq -+ - My respectively. A word w € AN is a limit word of
(01 )nen if there is a sequence (w(™),cn with

w® =, W™ = an(w(”+1)) for all n € N,

where the substitutions o, are extended naturally to infinite words. The word w
is called an S-adic word with directive sequence (0, )nen and S = {0, : n € N}



Given a directive sequence (o, )nen, we can define different generalizations
of partial quotients. The sequence of weak partial quotients is the sequence of

positive integers (ay)nen such that ooy -+ = crff‘%af,ffl <., with 4, = Z;é ay
and 04, =+ =04,,,-1 # 0a,,, for all n € N. The notion of strong partial

quotients refers to the time we need to reach a positive (or at least primitive)
matrix in the product of incidence matrices. A good precise definition of them
probably depends on S and the intended use, but properties like being bounded
should hold simultaneously for all suitable definitions. In this paper, we say that
the strong partial quotients are bounded by h if My, ) is primitive for all n € N.

3 Arnoux-Rauzy and Brun words

We are interested in this paper in two S-adic systems that arise naturally
from multi-dimensional continued fraction algorithms. The set of Arnoux-Rauzy
substitutions over d letters is Sar = {«; : i € A} with

a;: i, e ijfor j e A\ {i}.

For each directive sequence (07 )nen = (a4, Jnen € S, the words o7g ) (in) are
nested prefixes of the limit word w. If the directive sequence contains infinitely
many occurrences of each substitution «y, i € A, the unique limit word w is
called a standard Arnoux-Rauzy word. Any word that has the same language
(and thus the same balancedness properties) as a standard Arnoux-Rauzy word
is called Arnoux-Rauzy word. The Tribonacci word is the Arnoux-Rauzy word
on 3-letters with periodic directive sequence ayasazaiasas - - -; it satisfies

w = 121312112131212131211213121312112131212131211213121121 - - -

and is known to be 2-balanced [18].
A set of Brun substitutions was defined in [9] to provide a connection between
stepped planes and the Brun algorithm. Here, we consider the set of substitutions

Ser ={fij 11 € A, j € A\ {i}} over d letters, with
ﬂij: ]’—)Z], k}—)kforkGA\{]},

that corresponds to the additive version of this algorithm. An Sp;-adic word is
called a Brun word if its directive sequence (oy,),en satisfies

Ononi1 € {BijBij 1 € A, j € A\ {i}}
U{ﬂijﬂjk:iE.A,jGA\{i}, kGA\{j}} foralln e N (1)

and for each i € A there is j € A such that 3;; occurs infinitely often in (o, )nen.
E.g., the Brun word with periodic directive sequence £12023031 812823031 -+ - is

w = 1231121231231123112123112123123112123123112311212312- - - .

Recall that the Brun algorithm [11] subtracts at each step the second largest
coordinate from the largest coordinate. It is given by the transformations

Tyj: Dij = RY, £ My £/|| Mg f||r,



where D;; C R? is the set of vectors f = *(f1,..., f4) such that f; > f; are the two
largest components of f; here, Ry = [0,00). A sequence (ig, jo) (i1, 1) (42, j2) - - -
is a Brun representation of f € Ri if

T; T Ti1j1Tiojo (f) € Dikjk for all keN.

k—1Jk—1
Given a Brun word w with directive sequence S;j, 5,1 Bizjs - -5 We get that
(40, Jo) (1, 71)(i2, jo) - - - is a Brun representation of the vector of frequencies of w.

In the Arnoux-Rauzy algorithm, all but one coordinates are subtracted from
the largest coordinate, which is assumed to be larger than the sum of the other
coordinates. Here, we have transformations T; : D; — Rff_ with D; C Ri being
the set of vectors f = (fy,..., f4) such that f; > ZjeA\{i} fi

The following two lemmas translate the fact that these two algorithms converge
and show that the frequency vector f = f(w) of the limit word of a directive
sequence (0, )nen is given by the limit cone

Ry f= (") MRS (2)
neN

Moreover, because of the relation with the continued fraction algorithms, two
distinct standard Arnoux-Rauzy words and two distinct standard Brun words
respectively have different frequency vectors.

Lemma 1. Fach Brun word on 3 letters has letter frequencies.

Proof. Let (0,)nen € S5, be a directive sequence of a Brun word on 3 letters,
M,, the associated incidence matrices, and f € [, .y Mo n) Rff_. From [4], we

know that there is a sequence of matrices (M, )nen such that ||t(‘7\~4[07n))||OO <1,

H(Mion))x ="(Mpn))x foral xe fL, neN, (3)

where f1 denotes the hyperplane orthogonal to f; see also Section 6.
For each v € f+ with ||v|. = 1, we have

)| = | |
va’i = (MO,TL)Va - S
’< Moy eills 0217 [ Mig ny €ills Mo,y eills

for each unit vector e;, i € A. Since min;e 4 [|[M[g, ) €;|l1 — oo for each directive
sequence of a Brun word, the cone Mg ) R‘_f_ tends to the line Ry f, i.e., (2) holds.
From (2), it is standard to prove that f is the frequency vector of w; see [§8]. O

The proof of Lemma 1 could be adapted to Arnoux-Rauzy words because the
incidence matrix of an Arnoux-Rauzy substitution is similar to a matrix given
by the fully subtractive algorithm, which was studied in [4]. However, we prefer
using the results of [4] in a different way in the proof of the following lemma.

Lemma 2. Each Arnouz-Rauzy word (on d > 2 letters) has letter frequencies.



Proof. Let (0y)nen = (i, )nen be the directive sequence of an Arnoux-Rauzy
word and f € (), oy Mo,y R% with [|f]; = 1. We know from the results on the

fully subtractive algorithm in [4] that there is a sequence of matrices (M) nen
such that || Mg ,)llc < 1 and

M[o,n) x = Mpnx forall xe (M[O’n))_llj‘7 n €N, (4)
where 1 = %(1,...,1); see also Section 5.
Denote by m, be the projection along (Mg ,))~'f onto (Mg ,))~*1+. Then
7o Mo n) L(in) |00 = ||M[0,n) 5 £(in) |0 = HM[O,n) T £(in)loo < (|70 £€(in)| 0o

Since (Mg ,))~'f € M,, R%, the i,-th coordinate of (Mg ,)~*f is larger than or
equal to (the sum of) the other coordinates, thus |7, £(in)|lco < [[€(in)]lcc = 1.
Following Dumont and Thomas [14], each prefix wjy ) of w can be written as

Wio,k) = 010,m—1) (Pm—1) 7[0,m—2)(Pm—2) -+ 7[0,1)(P1) Po,

with a sequence of words (p,)o<n<m defined in the following way. Let m =
m(k) € N be minimal such that |0(g ) (im)| > k. Then there is a unique prefix
Pm—1 Of om—1(im) such that

‘O’[O,mfl) (pm71)| < k< |U[O,m71)(pm71am71)|7

with a,,—1 € A being the letter following p,,—1 in 0u—1(im ). Inductively, we
obtain for 0 < n < m unique p, € A* and a,, € A such that

m—1

o0l <k = D 10105 (Pi)] < loj0,0)(Pran)]
j=n+1

and ppa, is a prefix of |0, (ant1)|, with an, = 4,,. We thus have

m— m—1
£(wio,k)) Z 0y (Pn)) = D 0 Mo ) £(pn).
n=0 n=0

By the definition of the Arnoux-Rauzy substitutions, p,, is either empty or equal
to i,, thus

(|70 £(wio.x))] o S Z (|0 Mio,n) £ )Hoo < m.

Since m(k)/||€(wjo,x))llcc —+ 0 as k — oo, the direction of £(wyp,x)) converges to
that of f, thus f is the frequency vector of w. a

4 Discrepancy and balancedness

Let w be an infinite word with frequency vector f =*(f1, fa, ..., fa), and denote
by 7 be the projection along f onto 11. It is easily written down in coordinates:

ml(w) ="(Jwh — w| fi, [wlz = [w] f2, .., [w]a = [w] fa)-



Note that the so called Rauzy fractal is the closure of {7 £(wjo ) : n € N}, which
is the projection of the vertices of the broken line associated with w.
More generally, for a function ¢ : A — R, we consider the Birkhoff sums

Sn(d),W) = d)(wO) + (rb(wl) + -+ ¢(wn—1)~

Remark that, if y; denotes the characteristic function of a letter i € A, then
Sn(Xi,w) = |wjo,n)|i, and the coordinates of m€(wjyr)) are S, (x; — fi,w). The
¢-discrepancy of w is A(¢,w) = sup,,cy |Sn (@, w)|. We set

Aw) = max A(x; — fi,w) = sup |7 £(wo,n)) [l
€A neN
and say that w has finite discrepancy if A(w) < co. The following result from [1,
Proposition 7 and Remark 8] establishes a link between balance and discrepancy.
Lemma 3. We have A(w) < B(w) < 4A(w).
For many words, balancedness can be shown using the following proposition.

Proposition 1. Letw be an Arnouz-Rauzy or Brun word with directive sequence
(0n)nen. For each sequence of matrices (My)nen satisfying (3), we have

ZH 0.m)]

For each sequence of matrices (M,)nen satisfying (4), we have

w) <Y [ Miom]l

n=0

Proof. The first statement follows from

Axi — fi, )_supy< — fi1,8(wpo. ) |<Z| — fi1, Mjg ) £(in))]

ke

= 3" [ o) o~ 1) £66) \<ZH o)
n=0

where we have used the Dumont-Thomas representations in the first inequality
(see the proof of Lemma 2), the fact that e; — f; 1 € f* in the second equality and
lle; — fi 1|oo < 1 in the last inequality. The proof of the second statement runs
along the lines of the proof of Lemma 2, where we can replace «;, by 5; O

nin*

5 Contractivity of Arnoux-Rauzy matrices

Now we study the contractivity of Arnoux-Rauzy matrices on certain hyperplanes,
quantifying the approach in [4]. For a directive sequence (o, )nen, let

t
)t ey (Miom) 1
vy o="(v; U9 7,00 = n € N).
(7 ve ) = Fanean "N



Lemma 4. Let w be an Arnoux-Rauzy word with directive sequence (o, JneN-

Then ||[v™| s < ﬁ for all n € N. If moreover {in,int1,--,inyn-1} = A,
n_

h €N, then |[v" P < %-

Proof. First note that |[v(?] = é. Assume now that |[v(™], < ﬁa and

let w.lo.g. i, = 1. Then the simplex {x € R? : [x[; = 1, [[x[loc < 715} is
1 1
T )

t 1 1 1 1 * o -
‘ey (m,ﬂ,...,ﬂ,m). This shows

mapped by *M,, (after normalizing) to the simplex spanned by (0

t( 1 1 1 1)
2(d—1)72(d—1)’d—17"'7d 1

that |v("*D||, < -5 and that v(nH) < ﬁ. Similar considerations show
(nth) m forall h > 1. If {in, ént1s-- s 9nth—1} = A, then we obtain

< 23(d71) for all j € A. O

that v; <

(n+h)

that v;

Lemma 5. Let w be an Arnour-Rauzy word with directive sequence (o, )nen-
Then there is a sequence of matrices (My)nen satisfying (4) with

['Myei,||, =d— vVt <1

and ‘M, e; = e; for all j € A\ {i,}, n € N.

Proof. For each n € N, let M,, be the matrix with 4,-th row equal to tlfﬁ

and j-th row ‘e; for all j € A\ {i,}. Then ||'M,e;, ||, = d— [v("*D| 3} and
‘M, e; = ej forall j € A\{i,}, with |[v("*D |} > d—1 by Lemma 4. Since adding
a multiple of *v("*1) to a row of M, does not change M, x for x € (v(P+1))L,
we have M,, x = M, x for all x € (v(»*1)L, Using that M, (v(*t)L = (v())L
we obtain inductively that (4) holds, which proves the lemma. O

Lemma 6. Let w be an Arnouz-Rauzy word with directive sequence (o, )nen
and (Mp)nen as in Lemma 5. If {ig,ik41,.-.,00—1} = A and there is h € N such
that {in—n+1,in-nh+2,---,in} = A for allm € [k, £), then

Il < 35—
-1

Proof. Let j € A and let m € [k, £) be minimal such that i,, = j. Then

e e Y y 2" —d

I*Mw0) eslly < 1" Misr,0)lly [ (Mpemin) eslly < (M esll, < =
where we have used that, for all n € [k, ¢) by Lemmas 4 and 5, |'M,| < 1,
‘M, e; = ej for all j € A\{Zn} and ||'M,, e;, |1 < _d This shows that
1My loo = 1 (Mg )1 < 3522 O

Theorem 1. Let h € N. There is a constant C(h) such that each Arnouz-Rauzy
word with strong partial quotients bounded by h, i.e., with directive sequence
(e, )nen satisfying {in, ... ,intn—1} = A for alln € N, is C'(h)-balanced.

Proof. By Lemma 6 there is a sequence (M, )nen satisfying (4) such that
||M[n’n+fi)||oo Qh 4 for all n > h — 1, thus || Mg ) || = O((gi:f)n/h), hence
> o M0, |loo is bounded. Lemma 3 and Proposition 1 conclude the proof. 0O




6 Contractivity of 3-dimensional Brun matrices

For Brun words (over 3 letters), we follow a similar strategy as for Arnoux-Rauzy
words. For a Brun word w with directive sequence (¢, ;. )nen, let (kn)nen be
the sequence of letters defined by {in, jn, kn} = A, and let

(M[O,n))_lf

(n) _ t( ) (n) —
F = (A1 ) = g T

be the frequency vector of w(™. Moreover, let (F,),eyn be the sequence of Fi-
bonacci numbers defined by Fy =1, F}, =2, F,, = F,,_1 + F,,_o for all n > 2.

Lemma 7. Letw be a Brun word over 3 letters with directive sequence (B, j, JneN-
Then fi(:_h) > Fh,+11+1 forallh <n. If {in,int1,.-yintn_1} = A foralln € N,
then we have (fj(:f) - é:))/f(" > & — for alln € N.

Proof. Since fi(:) > f;n) for all j € A, we have fi(:) > 1/3, and it is easily

checked that the minimum for fi(f_h) is attained when f(™ = (1/3,1/3,1/3)
and 7,,_p, - in 1 is an alternating sequence of j, and k,. In this case, we have

fz(: "= L, fzn g = Fj, and f(n h’-l%—)l = F—1, thus f(n "= Fh+11+1
Let now, w.l.o.g. i, = 1, j, = 2, and assume that {1, 3} C {/Ln+2, .. 2n+h}

Then "+ lies in the quadrangle Wlth corners (3, 313 l) (

(Fh1+1’ f«“hjri Fh1+1)’ and (

2(Fh+1)’ 2(Fh+1)7 Fh+1 d
Therefore, £ lies in the

Fr+1° 2(Fh+1)’ 2(Fh+1))'

: 111 2F), Fh 2 1 Fo—1 1
quadrangle with corners (27 4 4) (SF;L+2’ 3F, +27 3F;L+2) (2’ 2F;L ] 2F;L)’ and
Fp+2 Fy
(3Fh+2’ YRR 3Fh+2) In particular, note that f f2 > 2Fh
Assume now that i,,_1 = 3. (The situation is smnlar if 4p—1,...,0n—r¢41 are

alternatingly 2 and 1, and in_¢ =3.) Then (f(nfl) f n=1) )/f(" oy is minimal

when £ = (3, F2hF}1’ 2F; ) Wthh implies that £~ = (1, I;hF’l, Igh;,’rl), thus

(fl(nil) n Y )/f(n V> h +-. A study of several cases shows that this is a lower

bound for (fj(;I — fkf )/fln when {in, int1,. . sintn-1} =Aforalln e N. O

Lemma 8. Let w be a Brun word with directive sequence (B;,, ;. )nen. Then there

is a sequence of matrices (My)nen satisfying (3) with

g

e, =1 - Do T sy

and M, e; = e; for all j € A\ {i,}, n € N.

Proof. For each n € N, let M, be the matrix built from M, by subtracting
f(”)/fi(:) from the 4,,-th column. Then

f(”) f(:) ]57:) f(") é:)
g ) T ) e T T e

in in

HMn e,




and 'M,, e; = e; for all j € A\ {i,}. Since adding a multiple of £ to a column
of M, does not change M, x for x € (f("))L, we have M, x = M, x for all
x € (f™)L, Using that M, (f())+ = (F(*+1))L we obtain inductively that (3)
holds, which proves the lemma. a

Theorem 2. Let h € N. There is a constant C(h) such that each Brun word over
3 letters with strong partial quotients bounded by h, i.e., with directive sequence
(Bi,jn)nen satisfying {in, ..., inyn—1} = {1,2,3} for alln € N, is C(h)-balanced.

Proof. The proof runs along the same lines as that of Theorem 1. Here, Lemma 8
implies that ||t(M[n,n+h))Hoo < % for all n € N, similarly to Lemma 6, thus

1 (Mio,m))lloo = O(F,;n/h). Lemma 3 and Proposition 1 conclude the proof. O

7 Balancedness of almost all words

We use here the results of [4] on Lyapunov exponents to prove that for almost
all directive sequences for Brun or Arnoux-Rauzy algorithms, the associated
infinite words have finite balances. Here, we define cylinders for both algorithms
as follows: given a finite word w, we denote by [w] the set of frequency vectors
for which the continued fraction expansion starts by w.

Theorem 3. Let u be an ergodic invariant probability measure for the Arnouz-
Rauzy algorithm (on d letters) such that u([w]) > 0 for the cylinder corresponding
to a word wowy + -+ Wp—1 € A* with {wo, w1, ..., wy—1} = A. Then, for u-almost
every f in the Rauzy gasket, the Arnouz-Rauzy word war(f) is finitely balanced.

Let 1 be an ergodic invariant probability measure for the Brun algorithm
on 3 letters such that p([w]) > 0 for the cylinder corresponding to a word
w = (4o, Jo) -+ (in—1, Jn—1) with {jo, 41, .-, Jjn-1} = {1,2,3}. Then, for p-almost
every £, the Brun word wg,(f) is finitely balanced.

Proof. From [4], we know that the second Lyapunov exponent of the cocycle
Mo,y is negative and hence ||*(Mjo ,)) v|| decays exponentially fast for y-almost
every f and all v € f+. By Proposition 1, this implies that wagr (f) and wp, (f)
respectively are finitely balanced. a

The Brun algorithm admits an invariant ergodic probability measure abso-
lutely continuous with respect to Lebesgue [2]. Therefore, we have the following
corollary of Theorem 3.

Corollary 1. For Lebesque almost all frequency vectors £ € R, the Brun word
wpy(f) s finitely balanced.

8 Imbalances in Brun sequences

Similarly to the construction of unbalanced Arnoux-Rauzy words (over 3 letters)
in [13], we construct now unbalanced Brun words for d = 3. First, for any sequence



(on)nen satisfying (1), define a sequence (&, )nen as follows:

Cl 1= 1,2|—>2,3’—)23, if Gn—lgnzﬂijﬂij;
5’0:€1 and &n: CQ 1= 1,2'—)3,3*—)32, if O'nflo'n:ﬂijﬁji,
Cg 1= 22— 3,3+— 31, if O'nflo'n:ﬁijﬂjk,

see Figure 1. If w and @ have the directive sequences (o,)nen and (Gn)nen
respectively, then w and @ differ only by a bijective letter-to-letter morphism,
which does not influence the balance properties. The proofs of the following
results will be given by the end of this section.

Fig. 1. Relation between the directive sequences of w and &. If we follow the directive
seqgence of w on the nodes, then we read the directive sequence of & on the edges.

Proposition 2. Let C € N and let

w= T GGG T ROEG - GRGEG GGG (W)

=TC-1 =TC-2 =T1 =70

for some w' € {1,2,3}N containing the letters 1 and 3. Then w is not C-balanced.

Notice that the segment (F(2¢1¢3¢) {“1(2@(%(1 in (6, )nen comes from the
segment ﬁfj ?iﬂikﬁlzj Bf}lﬁ?kﬂkiﬁfj in (op)nen. Therefore, there exist directive
sequences where each substitution 3;; occurs with gaps that are bounded by 2C'+-5.

The proposition shows that for any C' there are uncountably many Brun
words that are not C-balanced. Moreover, there are also uncountably many Brun
words that are not finitely balanced.

Theorem 4. Let (ci)ren be a sequence of natural numbers such that
cp > 12¢/33N (o)t N(e)++Nler-1)p for gll k€ N,

with N(c) = c(c+1)/2+3c. Let pc = Te—1Te—2 - - - T1T0, With T; as in Proposition 2.
Then the Brun word with directive sequence pe,pe, - -+ s not finitely balanced.

10



To prove these statements, we will use techniques that are typical for finding
imbalances in S-adic sequences. Let u,v € A*. Then we put A, , = £(u) — £(v).
For any substitution o, we clearly have

Aa(u),a(v) = MO‘A’U.,’LM (5)
and consequently:

Lemma 9. Let o be a substitution over the alphabet A such that the images of all
letters under o start with the same letter a € A. Let u,v be non-empty factors of a
word w € AN. Then o(w) contains factors u',v" with A" = Ay = My A +pe,
for all p € {0, 1, £2}.

Proof (of Proposition 2). Consider a pair of words u,v, with A, , = (¢ +

1,—¢q,—1). Then, using (5) and applying Lemma 9 with the substitution ¢3 : 1~
3, 2 — 31, 3 — 312, we obtain the following chain of A’s:

qg+1 g+1\ o [ma—2\ o fe-2\ . [=(¢+2)
—q | & —¢-1 %2> -1 L, 1 = | q+1 |,
~1 -1 P= 1 1 1
and by symmetry (—g — 1,¢,1) —% *(q — 2, —q — 1, —1).
ting from the pair of factors 1,3 of w’, we have the chain
1 -2 —C Cc+1
ol (1| sxlc-1)] =+ —C
—1 1 1 —1

The last vector sums to zero, therefore it corresponds to factors u, v of w such
that |u| = |v] and ||uly — |v]1| = C + 1. O

Lemma 10. Let w be a Brun word and let C,N € N be such that w™Y) is not
(12\/§ 3NC)-balcmced. Then w is not C-balanced.

Proof. We will only sketch the proof. According to Lemma 3, there is a prefix u
of W™ such that ||7xn x[ls > 112v/33VC, where x = £(u) and 7y is the
projection along the frequency vector f(V) of w(™) onto 1+. Then the frequency
vector of w is £ = Mg ) £f(N)and Mo, ny x is the abelianization of a prefix of w.
Let 7 be the angle between the vectors f) and x. Then it can be verified that
applying M,, divides the angle between two non-negative vectors by at most 3,
thus the angle between f and x is at least /3. Since the matrices M,, are of the
form identity matrix + non-negative matrix, and the vector x is non-negative,
we get that ||x[|z > ||[x()||o. Therefore the (orthogonal) distance & of the point x
from the line Rf is at least 1/3V times the distance of x from R (V)| which is
at least %H’ITN x||2. Altogether, 6 > ﬁ”m\/ x|l2 > g3 ll7n %[l > 3C.
Finally, |7 Mo, vy X[|oo > %Hw Mjo vy x||2 > 0 > C, which means according
to Lemma 3 that w is not C-balanced. a

Proof (of Theorem 4). The Brun word with directive sequence pe, pe, ., Peyyy
is not N (e )-balanced according to Proposition 2. Lemma 10 therefore gives that
w is not k-balanced. a
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